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CONFIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 1647 
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TAGS: MILL PINT, MA 

SUBJECT: NEW CHIEF OF STAFF FOR MALAGASY ARMED FORCES 
REF: TANANARIVE 1595 

1. LOCAL PRESS SEPTEMBER 22 ANNOUNCED RETIREMENT OF BRIGADIER 
GENERAL PHILIBERT RAMAROLAHY AND HIS REPLACEMENT AS CHIEF 
OF STAFF OF MALAGASY ARMED FORCES BY LT COLONEL ALPHONSE 
RAKOTONIRAINY. REPORTS NOTED RAMAROLAHY PAID FAREWELL CALL 
ON PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA, AND STRESSED HIS 44 YEARS OF SERVICE 
IN FRENCH AND MALAGASY ARMED FORCES. RAMAROLAHY IN FAREWELL 
REMARKS TO MILITARY EMPHASIZED UNITY OF ARMED FORCES. 


2. RAMAROLAHY'S RETIREMENT LEAVES MAJOR GENERAL ANDRIAMAHAZO, 
NOW CHAIRMAN OF MILITARY COUNCIL FOR DEVELOPMENT, ONLY GENERAL 
OFFICER ON ACTIVE SERVICE IN MALAGASY ARMED FORCES. NOTEWORTHY 
IN APPOINTMENT OF LT COLONEL RAKOTONIRAINY AS RAMAROLAHY'S 
SUCCESSOR WAS PASSING OVER OF COLONEL ROLAND RABETAFIKA, ONLY 
FULL COLONEL ON ACTIVE SERVICEE 


3. RAKOTONIRQWRY WAS FORMERLY G-3 (OPERATIONS OFFICER) 

ON ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF. NEW CHIEF OF STAFF HAS BEEN 
ON GOOD TERMS WITH DATT, WHO CONSIDERS HIM COMPETENT AND 
INTELLIGENT PROFESSIONAL OFFICER. RAKOTONIRAINY NOT KNOWN 
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TO BE CLOSELY LINKED TO PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA. 
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